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Dear Ingrid, 

A couple of months ago, I received a letter from my niece and her husband who are in their late 
twenties.  In their letter, they shared their excitement about the possibility of going on a mission 
trip known as The World Race.  The mission organization, Adventures in Missions, oversees 
this “race” which takes them to eleven different countries over a period of eleven months. 
Because the cost of the mission trip is over fourteen thousand dollars each, they asked for our 
prayers and financial assistance to help send them off to the mission field.  They are scheduled 
to leave on January 6, 2011.  

I hadn't heard of AIM before so, curious as to what this organization stood for, I decided to find 
out more about it.  I read numerous posts online by Seth Barnes, AIM's founder, Executive 
Director, and graduate of Wheaton College; Andrew Shearman, the chairman of the Board of 
Directors of AIM; Michael Hindes, the Director of the World Race, and Jeff Goins, an 
employee (staffer) of AIM, as well as other staffers of AIM.  I also read books by authors they 
recommended and those they used favorably to get a point across to their readers.  I searched 
these authors websites, links to other websites AIM leaders provided, and looked up blogs by 
former World Race participants to find out what effect this experience had on them.  I read  the 
“Parents' Guide” which can be found online for parents of World Racers and Seth Barnes' book, 
The Art of Listening Prayer.  His book is required reading for all participants of the World Race. 
Listening prayer is a “spiritual discipline” they must practice while on their mission trip.

From everything I've read, it is quite evident that the leaders of AIM have united the various 
Charismatic/Pentecostal streams--The Third Wave, The New Apostolic Reformation, Holy 
Laughter, the Latter Rain, Manifest Sons of God, Word-Faith, etc., with the New Age/Emergent 
movement.   From the subtlety of contemplative prayer to the blatant occult art of alchemy, 
these “missionaries” are leading thousands away from the Truth into the arms of 
Eastern/occultic mysticism, or, what is known in the occult world as “Esoteric Christianity.”

Among the many leaders/authors recommended and positively cited on their posts are: John 
Wimber, Jack Deere, C. Peter Wagner, Joy Dawson, Cindy Jacobs, Heidi Baker, Brennan 
Manning, Richard Rohr, M. Scott Peck, Dallas Willard, Henri Nouwen, Richard Foster, 
Leonard Sweet, Rob Bell, Shane Claiborne, Frank Viola, Mike Yaconelli, Donald Miller, and 
John Eldredge.  Emergent websites such as The Ooze, Emergent Village, Relevant Magazine, 
Zoecarnate and Red Letters Campaign, are listed under “Resources” on Jeff Goins' blog. 
“Wrecked for the Ordinary” is an AIM supported website which will also lead young adults into 
emergent thinking.  
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Both my husband and I have grave concerns not only for our niece and nephew, but for all 
those planning a mission trip with AIM.   Since 1989, from the time Seth Barnes began AIM 
working from an office in his garage, approximately 80,000 people have participated in both the 
World Race and AIM's short mission trips.   AIM is based in Barnes' hometown of Gainesville, 
Georgia.

What I found was deeply disturbing, especially in light of the fact Seth Barnes explains: “Our 
objective at AIM is to thrust over-protected young people out into the world to formulate 
their own world view and collide with their destiny.”  This was written in response to a 
rumor circulating among parents that AIM was a cult because one of their mission teams “went 
on a one-month media fast” (“Responding to unfair criticism,” 1/8/2010).   Barnes obviously 
felt the need to reply and defend their practices of “limited communication” and “silence fasts.” 

Godly parents are to be honored and cherished.  Paul charged Timothy to continue in what he 
had learned and been convinced of from infancy about the holy Scriptures (2 Timothy 3:14). 
Yet, the “Parents' Guide” explains the child “must leave the guidance of family” and “belief 
systems defined by others” behind them when they go on the World Race.  Why?

The goal of AIM leaders is to have participants “join in the Great Commission,” bring “social 
justice” to the oppressed, and “usher in the kingdom of God on earth.”   They view the World 
Race as a revolutionary movement of radicals out to change the world.  Similar to the 
Charismatic concept of Joel's Army, they're looking to enlist an “army” of youth to bring the 
world back to the perfect state of the Garden of Eden.   

Like Brian McLaren, Rick Warren and other Emergent/emerging leaders who say we need to 
“cast a vision” and see “God's preferable future,” leaders of AIM refer to the Great Commission 
found in Matthew 28:18-19 to describe our responsibility to bring “heaven to earth.”  However, 
I have yet to see them refer to Mark 8:15-16.  After telling the disciples to go out and preach the 
gospel to all nations, Jesus adds: “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever  
does not believe will be condemned” (emphasis mine).   Is their vision wishful thinking?   Or, is 
it purposeful disregard of Scripture?

In a testimony written by World Racer, Chelsea DiPaola, she admitted having “panic at launch.” 
But, she continued, “Michael Hindes, the director of the World Race, told us that our 
willingness to change would be the lynchpin to ushering the Kingdom in during our time” (“The 
places that used to fit me cannot hold the things I've learned,” 
http://michaelhindes.com/post/738732897/the-places-that-used-to-fit-me-cannot-hold-the-
things, emphasis mine).   

For these young people to be told that they can bring in the kingdom of God and that they must 
change in order to do so is alarming.  The crucial question is, what must they change and how 
will they change it? 

There's also a “demand” placed upon World Racers to “mature” in the faith.  Part of the 
maturing process is seeking the ability to “wield” Jesus' “delegated authority and power.”   This 
includes raising people from the dead and casting out demons--even from Christians.  Seth 
Barnes told their anxious team in Peru “to sit tight, that they would get 'to do the stuff '” (It's not 
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biblical, 1/28/2008).   

In describing “the change process,” Barnes speaks of “Mission trips as “spiritual formation,” 
(9/6/2010).  Unfortunately, he uses humanistic, transpersonal psychologist, Abraham Maslow, 
to discuss spiritual growth (“4 Aids to personal growth,” 4/3/2007).  Providing a picture of 
Maslow's famous pyramid, the Hierarchy of Needs, Barnes insists to his readers that they need 
“mentors,” “coaches” and “discipleship” in order to reach “the highest level – self-
actualization” (similar to the concept of Self-realization in Hinduism).  

Why would Barnes use Maslow whose works have been so influential in the New Age 
movement, to talk about spiritual growth?   Appealing to the so-called wisdom of the mystics,  
Barnes and other AIM leaders/staffers believe the World Race is an opportunity to go on a 
“pilgrimage,” a “journey of self-discovery,” in order to find one's “true self.”   Andrew 
Shearman, also founder of the G42 (the 42nd Generation) Leadership Academy in Spain, tells 
World Racers it is their destiny to “become God with skin on” (“Andrew Shearman: Becoming 
God with skin on,” 6/18/2008).

Before he died, Maslow refuted his theories that were based on the idea that humans were 
inherently good.  Today, however, transpersonal psychologists “serve as intermediaries in the 
ongoing East/West dialogue and translate the mystical language of Eastern spirituality into 
psychological terms that make sense to Western students.  Similarly, they help Eastern teachers 
communicate their teachings to Westerners with greater effectiveness” (Ronald Miller and The 
Editors of New Age Journal,  AS ABOVE SO BELOW, Paths to Spiritual Renewal in Daily Life, 
1992, St. Martin's Press, New York, pg. 96).  

Tragically,  AIM leaders have embraced what Maslow later refuted.

When Western society, capitalism, the Western concept of God, and the “American” church are 
continually being denounced, and practicing various forms of Eastern/occultic meditation is 
said to be a necessary “spiritual discipline,” there is good reason to believe the gospel being 
promulgated is a “different gospel.”   Such is the case with AIM.   

There are many positive aspects of AIM - aiding the sick, helping the poor and needy, bringing 
awareness to the travesty of human trafficking, AIDS, and doing other good works.  But, 
couched in the language of humility and justice, cloaked in Christian terminology, disguised in 
the euphoria of experience and doing good works, lies a gospel diametrically opposed to the 
historic, essential tenants of the Christian faith: the unique authority of Scripture, the unique 
divinity of Jesus Christ, the substitutionary atonement, and the final separation between 
believers and unbelievers.   

Barnes “realized how the The World Race is a pioneer church-planting and discipleship 
program” (see “John Eldredge on community living” (6/30/2007).  Instead of reaching 
thousands with the saving knowledge of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the World Race will be 
advancing the work of those dedicated to destroying the “old, old story.”  The gospel will be 
replaced with the “New Story” found in the “ancient wisdom” of mediums and mystics.

There is much that could be said about this organization.  In fact, a whole book could be 
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dedicated to it.   But I wanted to provide you with just a few examples of why I see AIM to be 
so detrimental to the faith and some of the documentation to support my conclusions.  If you 
feel led by God to share it with others, please, by all means, do so.  

THE ART OF LISTENING PRAYER

One of the “core values” of AIM is that of “Listening Prayer.”   As I mentioned earlier, all 
participants in the World Race are required to read Seth Barnes' book, The Art of Listening  
Prayer.  Not only are they to read it, they must practice this “spiritual discipline” during their 
eleven month long “adventure.”  In his book, Barnes informs participants of the World Race 
that in silence and solitude, they'll be able to recognize the “still, small voice of God.”    It's 
possible, Barnes claims, to hear “God's” voice audibly, as well as through impressions, dreams 
and visions, which he believes are all necessary in order to really know God and have a 
relationship with him.  He also encourages his readers to keep a journal and write down what 
they think God might be saying to them.   

On one hand, before practicing this discipline, Barnes tells his readers that they need to “ask for 
protection in Jesus' name from deception” (pg. 23).  On the other hand, he complains: “We're so 
saturated with doctrine that has little or no basis in our experience that we look and act like 
hypocrites” (pg. 21).   There is a whole lot more behind his reason for saying this.  Barnes is 
skeptical of being able to fully know the meaning of any passage of the Bible, except for “the 
Ten Commandments” and “a number of precepts.”  That, says Barnes, “leaves a lot that is open 
to interpretation” (“Interpreting Scripture – a few things to consider,” 1/29/2008).    

Tragically, Barnes' assumption  leaves the door wide open for the possibility of a different 
gospel, a different spirit and a different Christ to “emerge” (2 Corinthians 11:4).  Thwarting off 
accusations against what he is teaching throughout his numerous blog posts, Barnes writes: 
“When Christians say something 'is not biblical,' they often are treating the Bible as though it 
were not open to interpretation” (“It's not biblical,” 1/28/2008).   When young people read this, 
how many will question Barnes or other AIM leaders, who, in their trusting eyes, are 
wonderful, Christian leaders cleansing the world of evil?   

Placing sound doctrine on a much lower level of importance than the hallowed experience of 
hearing God's voice and being able to perform all the miracles Jesus did,  Barnes quips: 
“Sometimes orthodoxy is over-rated.  Faith is trust in a person, not espousing a set of beliefs” 
(“On being spiritual,” (8/7/2006). 

I have to differ with Barnes.   Isn't it both?  Didn't Jesus ask Peter:  “Who do you say that I 
am?” (Luke 9:18-23).  How do you know the person without knowledge of God's revelation of 
that person?  Wouldn't this knowledge be a set of beliefs about that person?   All the warnings 
Jesus and the apostles gave us concerning false Christs and false prophets of righteousness are 
tossed aside by this statement and similar ones found sprinkled throughout his posts. 

CHARISMATIC MADNESS

I believe The Art of Listening Prayer is an “initiation” into Eastern/occultic mysticism.   The 
works he recommends for reading at the end of his book will carry his readers deeper into the 
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“spiritual discipline” of contemplative prayer, the prophetic, the Third Wave (signs and wonders 
movement, and much more.  They are:  

Hearing God, Dallas Willard
Hearing God, Peter Lord
Intercession, Joy Dawson
Communion with God, Mark Virkler 
When God Speaks, Henry & Richard Blackaby 
Surprised by the Power of the Spirit, Jack Deere 
Surprised by the Voice of God, Jack Deere
Listening Prayer, Leanne Payne
The Voice of God, Cindy Jacobs 
The Hour that Changes the World, Dick Eastman
Rees Howells, Intercessor, Norman Grubbs

Some of the authors listed are also promoted by Youth With A Mission, another organization 
my niece has gone on mission trips with.  Steven Mitchell, of Power to Stand Ministries, wrote 
an open letter dated February, 2002, to Calvary Chapel Pastors of America Concerning YWAM 
(http://www.deceptioninthechurch.com/ywamopenletter.html).  He warns them about the 
“dangerous teachings” being held by YWAM adherents and the “potential spiritual health 
hazard awaiting many of our young people” if they are sent to YWAM's Discipleship Training 
Schools.   Mitchell also decries Joy Dawson's support of “faith healer” Benny Hinn, who claims 
we are all little Messiahs, and the unbiblical spiritual warfare practices being used by false 
prophetess Cindy Jacobs, Jack Deere, “chief apostle” of The New Apostolic Reformation, C. 
Peter Wagner, and others.  

What did I learn from reading many of these works and researching the authors' websites? 
Those who hold onto the “sufficiency of Scripture” are seen as less mature in the faith and 
scolded as “Bible deists.”  The only way to really know God is by hearing God's voice. 
Receiving the “anointing” is much more important than holding on to sound doctrine.  The 
“anointing” means you've been given the ability to perform all the miracles Jesus did, including 
raising the dead and casting out demons.  You will be able to talk with “the Lord” on a regular 
basis and receive new revelations and prophesies from him (making you feel all warm and 
fuzzy inside).  It doesn't matter if your prediction doesn't occur, you're not a “false prophet.” 
You'll  begin to experience all sorts of “manifestations” of the Holy Spirit that will affirm your 
“anointing.”  You can bring down strongholds of demons by using spiritual warfare techniques 
such as prayer-walking, spiritual mapping, binding territorial spirits, spreading oil, drawing 
crosses, driving stakes around property and whatever other techniques might “work.”  This will 
enable Christians to crush the enemy and bring in the kingdom of God in triumph.  

In Seth Barnes post, “Heidi Baker expects miracles – so should you” (2/8/2008), he encourages 
his readers to learn from John Wimber's experience of seeing God release his healing power—
something “God wants all of his children to learn.”  Through the works of Wimber and Jack 
Deere, who served with Wimber at Vineyard Christian Fellowship Church in Anaheim, CA, 
young adults will be introduced to “The Toronto Blessing” and “Holy Laughter.”  Supposedly, 
thanks to Rodney Howard-Browne, the Holy Laughter man from South Africa, we can “catch” 
the Holy Spirit and laugh mindlessly for hours on end.   I hate to think what these young people 
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are being introduced to!

Wimber and Browne teach you what “real” manifestations of the “Holy Spirit” are.  You may 
feel something like a lightening bolt passing through you, experience spasmodic jerking, 
uncontrollable shaking, sliding out of your seat to the floor in side-splitting laughter, and being 
stuck to the floor like glue.  You might even find yourself being thrown across a room (don't 
worry, it's gotta be the Holy Spirit).   You can have a whole lot of fun if you just open up your 
mind to receive whatever “the Spirit” gives you.  You may experience the “high” of being drunk 
while preaching a sermon, “pogoing”(uncontrollable, continuous jumping up and down), 
howling like wolves, oinking like pigs, barking like dogs, speaking in tongues (interpreter isn't 
needed), and see miracles like “holy rain” come down on “anointed men.”   Holy Rain is rain 
water inexplicably appearing on you – as Seth Barnes positively points out about what 
happened to Todd Bently at the “Lakeland Revival” (“Lakeland revival: A post-Bently 
analysis,” 8/15/2008).  

Though Barnes admits there were excesses by Bently (like kicking, hitting, and jumping on a 
person's back to heal them perhaps?), he still believes the revival was “fruitful.”   Never-mind 
the fact Bently boasted of having his own spirit guide in the form of an “angel” called Emma. 
According to Bently, she also helped William Branham with his healing ministry.   Branham 
declared he was Elijah, the Trinity to be a pagan doctrine, that Jesus was not deity or Eternal, 
and the zodiac was just as valid as the Word of God.  I don't think Bently's “Emma” was even 
close to being an angel (see http://www.thechristianexpositor.org/page138.html).  

Guy Chevreau admits in his book, The Toronto Blessing: An Experience of Renewal and 
Revival: Catch the Fire, that you won't find “pogoing” in Scripture at all.  He writes: “To my 
knowledge, there is no Biblical parallel, or basis for such a physical manifestation of the Spirit's 
power and presence on a person” (pg. 53).  That doesn't make a difference to Chevreau.  It 
seems his only criteria for knowing if these manifestations are from God  is whether or not they 
make “the person love Jesus more.”  But, which Jesus will they be showing their devotion to? 
If these “manifestations” were signs of being “mature” in the faith, wouldn't we see something 
similar to this in Scripture?  In total contrast to the teachings of these blind, charismatic leaders, 
Paul told Titus: “You must teach what is in accord with sound doctrine.  Teach the older men to 
be temperate, worthy of respect, self-controlled, and sound in faith, in love and in endurance” 
(Titus 2:1-2).  

Several years ago, I was invited to speak in Illinois at a Concerned Women for America 
meeting.  Towards the end of my “talk,” I showed this group of discerning women excerpts of a 
video on the Toronto Blessing and the revival at Brownsville in Pensacola, Florida.  Even those 
from Charismatic backgrounds were stunned at what they saw.  Thankfully, they knew instantly 
the Holy Spirit had nothing to do with the kind of chaos they had just witnessed.  

Of all the works Barnes recommends, I found Mark Virkler's book, Communion with God, most 
disconcerting.  Guiding his readers on how to hear “God's” voice, he advises:  “Of paramount 
importance is learning to break free from the prison of rationalism in which Western culture is 
locked and relearning how to have spiritual experiences...” (pg. 17).  Sounding like a  New Age 
medium, Virkler discusses left-brain, right-brain thinking, and the need to rely more upon the 
right hemisphere's intuitive and visionary functions.   This way, he believes we can make direct 
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spiritual contact with God and get into His divine “flow,” and into “true spiritual Christianity” 
(pg. 41).   On Sid Roth's program, “It's Supernatural,” Virkler teaches Roth and his viewers how 
to hear God's voice and journal it down.  You can watch this deceptive episode at:
(http://www.sidroth.org/site/News2?page=NewsArticle&id=8639&news_iv_ctrl=0&abbr=tv).
  
Watching Virkler is no different than watching a medium teach you how to channel a spirit 
guide and instruct you in the occult art of automatic handwriting.  Sticking “God's” name on 
this activity doesn't make it any less occultic; it just makes it more deceptive.  God condemns 
occult beliefs and practices for a reason (Deuteronomy 18:10-22, Leviticus 20:6, etc.).  

I found an example of the “benefits” of journaling on Virkler's Communion with God Ministries 
website.  Michael Holden, a “student” of Virkler's, tells the “Lord” he wants “more anointing” 
and asks him how to get it.  Appealing to Holden's ego, “God” answers:  

If you want the anointing to the level in which I functioned, then you must be prepared 
to drink the same cup and listen to the Father as I did...There is the potential in every 
Christian to raise the dead...  

My power – energy in the spiritual realm – is needed to accomplish spiritual things...  

Always keep yourself open to learning more.  My revelation gifts are part of my grace.  
Never ever think or believe you have arrived.  Always there is more.  Truth – seek truth. 
Never be content to rest in your current understanding.  Press on, but be sure that it is 
toward Me, always toward Me, rather than the “thing.”  My blessing will be yours, 
Michael, I love you.

After telling Michael never to be satisfied with what he already knows to be truth, the “Lord” 
entices: “When you have become a cleansed vessel there is no limit to the power that can be 
released.  Only believe that all things are possible, for it is My power at work and has nothing 
of dependence on you” (http://www.cwgministries.org/Journaling-Example-2.htm, June 2001).

If you compare the instructions Seth Barnes and Mark Virkler provide on journaling God's 
voice, to the instructions Barbara Marx Hubbard gives on journaling in her book, Emergence, 
you'll find there is basically no difference whatsoever (pgs. 40-42).  I don't believe it's a 
coincidence that this New Age medium who claims to channel Christ, declares “Christ” told her 
we can have all the powers Jesus had (in her book of co-creation, The Revelation: Our Crisis is  
a Birth, pg. 63).   I don't agree with Dave Hunt on everything, but he has good reason for saying 
Virkler's book, “Dialogue With God, seduces Christians into contact with demons masquerading 
as 'God' and 'Christ'” (http://www.thebereancall.org/node/5919).

Like well-known occultists and contemplative leaders who are influencing millions today, 
Barnes and Virkler use the Lord's words, “Be still and know that I am God,” found in Psalm 
46:10 for support of their teachings.  Yet, this text has absolutely nothing to do with learning a 
“new” way to have a two-way conversation with God.   In this verse, God's voice breaks 
through to address His people telling them not to be alarmed and, to their comfort, know that 
He is God and will be exalted.  They weren't using a technique to hear him.  
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God informs us that his thoughts are not our thoughts and his ways are not our ways; they are 
higher than ours (Isaiah 55:8-9).  These presumptuous teachers, however, assure us we can 
know them by hearing his voice in our own imaginations.  You would think reading Ezekiel 13 
and similar passage in Scripture condemning “those who prophecy out of their own 
imaginations,” would stop them in their tracks.  But, it seems, Barnes and Virkler believe they 
can verify revelations or experiences are from God by using what Barnes terms “debriefing.” 
If, after sharing a revelation or experience with others, at least two or three people (your 
spiritual advisors according to Virkler), also believe what was given came from God, you have 
confirmation that it was, most likely, from God.  The problem is, if all of them are involved in 
practices God forbids, how can anything heard or experienced be from God?  Sadly, by placing 
experience over doctrine, Barnes and Virkler have lost their way to Truth.

In The Art of Listening Prayer, Barnes recalls one situation in which a member of a ministry 
team told his leader about a disturbing, “clear impression” he received from the Lord. 
Supposedly, “the Lord” told him that Paul Miller and his wife were going to die in two months. 
What happened?  Miller put his things in order and in two months there was a car accident that 
killed both he and his wife (pgs. 109-110).   Did that impression come from the Lord?  

Experience and feelings have trumped sound doctrine and overridden sound judgment. 
Inevitably, the unique divinity of Jesus Christ will be denied and all paths to God will be 
embraced.  For that reason, it's critical to take a closer look at the objective of AIM and the 
World Race.   

THE WORLD RACE:  A JOURNEY OF SELF-DISCOVERY?

Seth Barnes believes the World Race to be a “commitment to a transformational discovery 
process,” that “taps an ancient human compulsion to take a spiritual pilgrimage.”  It is a “rite of 
passage – an initiation into adult life” which Barnes says “is a forgotten practice in the West” 
(http://www.burnsidewriterscollective.com/social/2007/10/the_importance_of_leaving_home.p
hp  )  .  

 In his message, “Adventures in Missions 'World Race' for January 2011,” Goins acknowledges: 
“According to Seth Barnes, executive director of AIM, the program is an 'initiation process' that 
takes participants on an 'epic pilgrimage'” (see - 
http://www.christiannewswire.com/news/2838315114.html). 

Sounding much closer to typical, misguided New Age gurus than God-fearing missionaries, 
Barnes and Jeff Goins see the World Race as a  journey of “self-discovery” and an opportunity 
for “spiritual formation.”  Leaving home (abandonment), they say, is essential in order to  find 
one's “true identity,” the “true self.”  The process of abandoning (leaving home) is critical to rid 
the World Racer of the “false self,” which Barnes sees as “the ego.”   

It wasn't hard to figure out where their ideas came from.  Barnes, Goins, and others involved 
with AIM, find Franciscan mystic, Richard Rohr, fascinating.  In his post, “Rohr on becoming a 
spiritual warrior,” Barnes entices World Racers with this mystic's blasphemous gospel and 
different Christ saying, “Richard Rohr is so profound – probably the wisest man I've met.”  
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For those reading this who don't know him, Rohr is founder of the Center for Action and 
Contemplation in Albuquerque, New Mexico, and author of several books, including Quest for 
the Grail and Enneagram 11, Advancing Spiritual Discernment.  The Enneagram is often 
praised as a psychological tool used for the purpose of self-discovery, but is said to have ties to 
a mixture of various ancient wisdom (occult) traditions.  Sufi mysticism, alchemy, astrology, 
and Madonna's favorite, the Cabala (or Kabbalah), the books of Jewish mysticism, all seem to 
have played a role in the development of the Enneagram.  Rohr describes this system, 
consisting of nine personality types, as “an interesting way to self-knowledge,” a tool for 
“spiritual conversion” and “transformation of consciousness” (back cover of Enneagram 11).   

Rohr preaches the “cosmic Christ” theology Matthew Fox espouses.  Fox, a controversial 
Dominican priest who was silenced temporarily by the Vatican in 1988, is author of The 
Coming of the Cosmic Christ (1988). 

In his book, Fox says we have been too preoccupied with the historical Jesus, and that we have 
“to move from a 'personal Savior' Christianity—which is what an anthropocentric and anti-
mystical Christianity gives us—to a 'cosmic Christ' Christianity” (pg. 79).  He explains:  “We 
are all Cosmic Christ, other Christs” (pg. 137).  “The Cosmic Christ lives and breathes in Jesus 
and in all God's children, in all the prophets of religion everywhere, in all creatures on the 
universe” (pg. 7).  For an unrepentant Fox, the cosmic Christ is “..the 'Buddha Nature' that's in 
all of us, if you're a Buddhist.  It's the divine light that's in all of us” (Toms, Michael, At the 
Leading Edge, Larson Pub., Burdett, NY, 1991, pg.52).  

Fox's staff has included Starhawk, a practicing witch; Juisah Teish, a Voudon Priestess; Buck 
Ghost Horse, a Native American Shaman (witchdoctor); an Episcopal priest who became a Zen 
Buddhist, and a Yoga instructor.  Worshiping the earth as God's body, a living breathing 
organism known as the Goddess Gaia, Fox has revived paganism in all its God-defying glory. 

You can see Rohr's assortment of books, dvd's, cd's and mp3's at the Center's website.  Some of 
the titles available are Cosmic Christ, Christ, Cosmology and Consciousness, Jesus and 
Buddha: Paths to Awakening, Following the Mystics, Enneagram Intensive: Relationship to 
Self, God & Others, and Emerging Church: Christians Creating a New World Together.  The 
Wisdom School taught by Richard Rohr states the goal is “not only to deepen our personal 
spiritual lives, but to raise human consciousness, leading to the ultimate transformation of  
society” (http://www.cacradicalgrace.org/conferences/2011/wisdom/ - emphasis mine).  

In his post, “Richard Rohr: A Conversation,” Barnes writes that he “met Richard Rohr at a 
retreat center in Atlanta for an extended conversation in 2006.”  He “read a few of Rohr's books 
and found his insights profound.”  After reading Rohr's book, Adam's Return, they discussed 
“initiation” rites for men and then Barnes told Rohr about “the World Race and asked him for 
advice about how to design it to initiate young people” (emphasis mine).  

Barnes continued his conversation with Rohr, turning to the subject of “spiritual growth.”   He 
revealed:  “Another of Rohr's books,  Everything Belongs, has been a huge influence in my 
thinking about how we grow.”  Barnes then wrote about the importance of making “quiet time,” 
debriefing, discipleship, and getting rid of the “material eye.”  Towards the end of his brief 
message, Barnes tells his readers he asked Rohr to pray for him and that the “great saint's 
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anointing” gave him a “wonderful blessing.”  Rohr had led him to the bookstore where Barnes 
said he showed him “a bunch of stuff he'd written” and “CD's of talks” he'd given.  Barnes had 
“bought so much of it,” he was still going through it.  “We need to search the Scriptures as an 
aid to growth and we need to interact with men like Rohr whom God has blessed with spiritual 
insight,” he concluded.   

From Rohr's “wonderful book, Everything Belongs,” Barnes gleans his New Age/Emergent 
gospel which, in total contradiction to Scripture, teaches we need to get rid of our “false self,” 
find our “true self,” and bring in God's kingdom on earth.  “Your true self is like Jesus' vision of 
the kingdom – a pearl of great price waiting to be discovered,” as Barnes so convincingly puts 
it.   “Initiation merely tries to direct, facilitate, and speed up the process of REDISCOVERING 
our true self” (“Your false self,” Seth Barnes, 8/22/2009, http://www.sethbarnes.com/?
filename=your-false-self - emphasis mine).  

In occult literature, “initiation” involves the beginning process of delving deeply into the 
“mysteries of God.”  More precisely, it's an “initiated” into mysticism.  “Discipleship” refers to 
the ongoing process by which the “disciple” is taught the ways of the mystic – the spiritual 
practice of finding “the God within.”  

In Scripture the human, “true self” is seen as corrupted by the fall in the Garden and sin is 
imputed to all through Adam (Romans 5:17).   However, the “true self” according to Barnes, is 
the internal, “spirit man” within each person.   In New Age/Emergent thought this is a reference 
to the “Divine Self” or the”god within.”  The goal is to “emerge” from one's lower self to one's 
Higher Self.   This is not to be confused with the process of sanctification in which Christians 
strive to be like Jesus until his return and sin is forever vanquished.  

Various forms of Eastern/occultic meditation are pivotal to the formation of the Higher, Divine 
Self.  Contemplative or centering prayer, deep-breathing exercises until one reaches an altered 
state of consciousness, chanting mantras, yoga, visualization, out-of-body experience/astral 
projection, are a necessary part to becoming a “Christ” like Jesus did.  Through these practices 
and our own sacrifices and suffering (the way of the cross), we, supposedly, can follow Jesus 
into our own divinity and godhood and usher in the kingdom of God on earth -  a new age of 
peace and enlightenment.  

Our problem isn't original sin (sin inherited to us through Adam-Romans 5:12), it's just that 
humans forgot who we truly are.  Using Emergent author, John Eldredge, Barnes adds to the 
confusion: “We are not what we were meant to be, and we know it.”  He asserts: “The fact that 
we don't see our own glory is part of the tragedy of the Fall; a sort of spiritual amnesia has 
taken all of us.”  Quoting Chesterton, Barnes concludes: “Every man has forgotten who he 
is...We are all under the same mental calamity; we have all forgotten our names.  We have all 
forgotten what we really are” (“Eldredge on our identity in Christ,” 1/18/2008).

In Everything Belongs, which means, everything is part of God, therefore, everything will be 
saved, Rohr writes:

I personally do not believe that Jesus came to found a separate religion as much as he 
came to present a universal message of vulnerability and foundational unity that is 
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necessary for all religions, the human soul, and history itself to survive.  Thus Christians 
can rightly call him “the Savior of the World”...

The Cosmic Christ is no threat to anything but separateness, illusion, domination, and 
any imperial ego.  In that sense, Jesus, the Christ, is the ultimate threat, but first of 
all to Christians themselves.  Only then will they have any universal and salvific 
message for the rest of the earth (pgs. 181-182).

Barnes says he and his wife will be more than happy to help those struggling with their false 
self to find their true identity: 

If you're still stuck in an old identity that isn't the real you, do yourself a favor and trust 
yourself to someone who loves you enough to help you find your true self in all the 
sparkling glory that God intended when he first thought you up” (“Who do you trust 
your identity to?” - 5/29/2008).  

As in other articles I've read, parents are seen as the likely problem because they have largely 
been responsible for defining the way their child perceives themselves.  

Underneath the “helpful” suggestions Seth Barnes may give, comes something spiritually dark 
that will undermine parents who have taught their children the wonderful truths of Scripture. 
Providing a few, good examples of people who changed their lives, Barnes then writes: “They 
all decided to trust people who spoke life and truth about who they really are and who God 
intended them to be.”  He goes on to quote them as saying: “'Those people didn't know the real 
me.  They didn't believe in my core, and they weren't trustworthy.  I'm going to exchange what 
they said about who I am with what God says.'”  Once again, Barnes assessment undermines 
parents, whether he means to do so or not:  “Instead of living according to some default setting 
from childhood, they chose to believe truth and trust the re-formation of their identity to 
trustworthy people who could see their real, core self,” writes Barnes.  Guess who some of 
those trustworthy people are.  

 SOCIAL JUSTICE REVOLUTIONARIES 

Another aspect of AIM is the emphasis on “social justice,” a polite, innocuous name for 
socialism.  Interestingly, Richard Rohr is a contributing writer for the very liberal, progressive 
magazine, Sojourners, the editor of whom is Jim Wallis, spiritual advisor to President Obama 
and a self-avowed Marxist. 

Decrying the Western American church, materialism, and “American's shallow spiritual lives” 
is a theme found throughout the many writings of AIM's leaders and staffers.   

It's pointed out by Jeff Goins and in the Parents' Guide, that World Racers are “disenchanted 
with the American church” and the “luxurious, yet unhappy Western world (“The Importance of 
Leaving Home” & Parents' Guide).  Barnes complains that he was “raised in our cynical 
American culture” and that “most American Christians would not have a clue what to do with 
the enemy” (seen in “it's not biblical,” and  “Deliverance ministry – a story of how it works”).   
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The overall tone throughout Barnes' posts suggests that Western culture has been inadequate, 
too rationalistic, oppressive and evil.  There is a continuous call for “social justice,” the 
“redistribution of wealth,” and a battle against the evils of oppression, materialism and 
capitalism.  This sounds strikingly similar to the transformational change President Obama and 
Jim Wallis have in mind for the United States.  Perhaps that's because bringing “justice” to the 
world and creating an utopia here on earth is part of the new gospel being taught to 
unsuspecting young Christians at AIM training camps.   

In his post, “Vote for Jesus this presidential election,” Seth Barnes reveals once again where his 
mind is.  He admits he became “a fan” of Emergent author, Shane Claiborne, ever since reading 
his book, Irresistible Revolution and then provides a review of Shane's book, Jesus for  
President (http://www.sethbarnes.com/?filename=vote=for-jesus, 6/26/2008).   Claiborne is a 
social activist, mystic, and New Monastic leader.   

Like a revolutionary Claiborne would love, Barnes posted a “vision” that came from the group 
known as 24-7 Prayer.   “The vision is an army of young people” who “are free from 
materialism.”  They are an army of “Revolutionaries” willing to lay down their life “for the 
cause.”  An army that is disciplined, who “beat their bodies into submission.”  Whatever it 
takes, this army of young people are the warriors who will bring down the strongholds of 
demons.  “Their prayers summon the hounds of heaven and invoke the ancient dream of Eden” 
(“So what's the big idea?” - 7/23/2010).

I never heard of the phrase “hounds of heaven,” but I have certainly heard the phrase “hounds 
of hell.”   Summoning the hounds of heaven and invoking the dream of Eden?  Where in 
Scripture do we see believers summoning and invoking anything?  You won't find it in 
Scripture, but you will find it in books of sorcery, witchcraft, and other occult works.  

Similar to the vision of the 24-7 Prayer group, Barnes wants to build an army of youth to form 
“the 42nd generation” which he and  Andrew Shearman hope will usher in the kingdom of God 
on earth transforming the world back into the Garden of Eden before the fall.  “God is 
interested in speaking to us and partnering with us to bring his kingdom to earth,” Barnes wrote 
in  “How God spoke this morning” (6/13/2009).   

THE 42nd GENERATION  - SEPARATING JESUS FROM CHRIST

What is the 42nd generation?   In Matthew 1:17, if you add up the number of generations given 
between Abraham and Christ, you come up with 42.  But, when Shearman actually counted 
them separately, there were only 41.  Well, it dawned on Andrew Shearman as he read Matthew 
1, that the 42nd generation had to be “that Jesus the Christ was the 42nd generation.”  It's the 
generation that comes to faith, receives it inheritance from God and gets “the Promised Land.”

Separating Jesus from Christ, Seth Barnes asks his readers:

The 42nd generation is the one that goes from Jesus, Son of Man, to Jesus Son of God, to
the Christ.  I believe that generation is alive on the earth today.  Are you a part of it? 
(“The 42nd generation will cross into the Promised land - pt. 5,” emphasis mine).
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Once again, separating Jesus from Christ, Barnes insists, “The 42nd generation is between Jesus 
and Christ” (“What is the 42nd Generation?”).   How can this generation of youth be between 
Jesus and Christ?  Does he mean they need to strive to be more like Jesus and help to make a 
difference in the world?  Or, is it much deeper than that?  In another post, Barnes adds:
 

The condition of the world does not mean that Christ cannot conquer it.  We can cross 
the Jordan if we have Christ formed in us.  Where are the men and women who say we 
are here to change the world and we will enlarge our world?  The valley of dry bones in 
Ezekiel turned into a vast army...

At 30 years of age, suddenly his [Jesus'-cvk] life changed.  He declared, “I am the 
Christ.”  The Bible says as a man thinks in his heart, so he is.  He who rules his own
spirit is stronger than he who takes a city.  Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth 
speaks.  We need a pure heart (“The 42nd generation will change the world - pt. 6”).

Why does Barnes separate Jesus from Christ in the above quotes?  After Jesus' declaration, how 
can he add,“the Bible says as a man thinks in his heart, so he is?”  What has he just done? 
Hasn't he just declared, in so many words, that as Jesus became Christ so must we?   Either 
Barnes says things in a very weird way, is very mixed up, or he knows exactly what he's saying 
and is presenting a different gospel to his readers.  

In order for World Racers to “grow up” they need to put on their “anointing,” become warriors 
in battle, and “Come to faith in the Christ in them” (emphasis mine).  “Jesus was the man part 
of God and Christ is the God-part,” writes Barnes.  “Yes they are one and the same, but they are 
also different.  The 42nd generation that this text [Matthew 1:16] is talking about not only was 
Christ himself, but also is us, the body of Christ.  And to that extent, the 42nd generation will 
come about when Christ is formed in us as the body of Christ.”

In an interview with AIM's chairman, Andrew Shearman, Barnes asks what is meant to have 
Christ formed in you.  “Jesus, Savior, Christ, something else – what does that mean?” quizzes 
Barnes.  

Shearman's answer is confusing, perplexing, contradictory and misleading.  Keep in mind the 
influence mystics have had on AIM's leaders as you read his answer.  Then you may want to 
sort it out by testing his answer against Scripture.  This interview is part four of a five-part 
series about the 42nd generation.  It takes watching all five interviews with Shearman to get a 
clearer picture of what he believes.  This is his reply:

Christ, Lord, Messiah, Anointed One, Jesus – it gives you himself for nothing.  Christ is 
formed in you.  It becomes a process.  The process is engaged in through choice.  The 
choice is to die or be killed.  It's a massive process.  And, of course, Paul...says to the 
people he's writing to..I labor, I strive, I'm like a pregnant woman trying to give birth to 
you so that Christ will be formed in you...”  

Towards the end of the interview, Shearman insists that he doesn't want to get into heresy. 
Wanting to make that perfectly clear, he adds:  “Jesus and Christ are not two different 
people...Jesus was God, is God, and always will be God.”  But, has he stayed away from 
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heresy?  

There is much more to the story.  “He [Jesus], Shearman continues, “died and became a man. 
But that's what has to happen.  Our humanity has to be dressed with divinity.  We can and 
should be, God with skin on.  That's what we're really destined to be” (“Andrew Shearman: 
Becoming God with skin on,” 6/18/2008, emphasis mine).

In all my life, I have never heard such a statement.  I suppose you could take this statement to 
mean people should see Christ through are actions and the love we show to others.  But, 
knowing all of whom AIM's leaders are entranced with, I don't believe this is the case.  Let me 
give you a summary of the other four, rather short interviews.

What sounds like the Catholic notion that works are necessary for salvation, Shearman talks 
about people being saved, performing miracles, and more, but, they're still disinherited.  He 
doesn't provide much of an answer except, possibly, that it was the lack of forming Christ in 
them.  He details his belief that in order to receive our “inheritance” we must choose to die (to 
self) or be killed (crushed by the Rock who is Christ).  We must “incarnate” the Word like Jesus 
did.  “Jesus you'll get for nothing,” says Shearman, but Christ will “cost you everything.”  We 
get “God's DNA” from Jesus, but it has to be formed “in order to get our inheritance.”  It 
dawned on him: “I got Jesus my savior.  Jesus means savior.  The world needs a savior. The 
world has never been without a savior.  You get him [Jesus-cvk], for nothing, but to get the 
inheritance, Christ, the 42nd generation, has to be formed in us.”  “God is waiting for a 
generation that will make the 42nd move—which is the world and all that is therein” (you can 
find Part 1 at http://vimeo.com/1091834 and continue to click on the rest). 

I find Shearman's statement about heresy rather curious since Seth Barnes, Jeff Goins, and other 
AIM advocates have no problem leading their readers to mystic Richard Rohr who proclaims a 
different, “cosmic christ.”  It's precisely the mystics they have turned to for their answers. 
Goins makes this perfectly clear: “The mystics understood something that we often forget—the 
only way to save the world is to leave it” (“The Day Before a Pilgrimage,” 9/30/2009).  Does 
God ask us to save the whole world, or preach the gospel to all nations?  

French, Jesuit priest and mystic, Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, whose works have deeply 
influenced New Age thought, also promoted the concept of a cosmic Christ as the 
consciousness found within all creation.  He believed both humans and the world to be in an 
upward, evolutionary process, and as “co-creators” with God, humans had the responsibility to 
bring the world to the Omega Point, or what Teilhard termed, “Christification.”  The world 
becomes, in a sense, the body of Christ.

You'll find occultists like Theosophist and medium, Alice Bailey, also use Colossians 1:27 
where it reads “...which is Christ in you, the hope of all glory,” or Galatians 4:19 where it states, 
“until Christ is formed in you,” to justify their belief that we can become Christ like Jesus did. 
That's also why they believe we can have all the powers Jesus had.  According to Sid Roth and 
Mark Virkler, having these powers is “normal.”  The ones who don't possess these powers are 
the abnormal ones, immature “Christians” who have yet to see the light as to what Christianity 
is really about.   Since the vision of the occultist is the same as leaders of AIM--to obtain all the 
powers Jesus had and usher in the kingdom of heaven on earth, where do the leaders of AIM 

14

http://vimeo.com/1091834


stand?   What gospel will World Racers bring with them on their mission trip?

CHRIST: THE ALCHEMIST?

Probably the most disturbing series of posts I read while researching AIM were written by Jeff 
Goins.  One, which was entitled, “Mini-pilgrimages,” (10-3-2007), left me stunned, and that's 
pretty hard to do.  He wrote similar thoughts in a piece for Burnside Writers Collective, entitled, 
“The Importance of Leaving Home,”  (see 
http://www.burnsidewriterscollective.com/social/2007/10/the-importance-of-leaving-
home.php).    

Using Richard Rohr once again as his mentor, Goins compares the World Race to a 
pilgrimage-- a “journey of self-discovery.”   He suggests leaving home helps World Racers  to 
“experience the discovery process,” and that they “are in a “lifelong process of journeying in 
God.”   

Besides using the New Age theme of the journey of self-discovery and finding one's true self to 
describe the World Race, what else was so shocking?  Richard Rohr wasn't the only author who 
denies the unique divinity of Jesus Christ whom Goins used to garnish his thoughts about 
pilgrimage.  At the end of both articles, he recommends reading, The Alchemist, a modern-day 
fable written by well-known, practicing Brazilian occultist, Paul Coelho.  Why would he do so? 
Because Goins believes this book would help World Racers “find out more about pilgrimage.”   

You'll find the practice of alchemy in books of sorcery and in the books of Jewish mysticism, 
the Cabala.  Paul Coelho calls himself “a wizard” and admits to having dabbled in black magic. 
It was reported  that he was influenced by Aleister Crowley, probably the most recognized 
occultist of the 20th century.  Coelho claims, however, that he gave up “black magic” after he 
dealt “with forces” he “was not familiar with and with total irresponsibility” (Life Positive, 
“Interview with Brazilian spiritual fiction writer, Paul Coelho, “Sorcery – Everyone is a 
magus,” (http://www.lifepositive.com/spirit/traditional-paths/sorcery/coelho.asp).  

The main character in The Alchemist is a shepherd boy named Santiago who, Coelho points out, 
studied theology and attended seminary but didn't believe he could find God there.   Santiago 
spends the night in an abandoned church and, having the same dream he had a week before, 
decides to visit an old gypsy woman who could interpret dreams.  The gypsy explains  “dreams 
are the language of God.”   After listening intently to  Santiago's dream, she tells him that he 
must go to the Pyramids in Egypt to find his “treasure.”   

Before Santiago embarks on his journey he meets an old man who can read his thoughts.  The 
man introduces himself as Melchizedek, the king of Salem, and tells Santiago that his mission 
on earth is to realize his Personal Legend.   The boy finds out Melchizedek is an alchemist and 
is told an alchemist “understands the forces of nature” and wants to show “his extraordinary 
powers” (pg. 139).  [Note:  In both the Old and New Testament, Melchizedek is seen as a 
prefiguration of Jesus or type of Christ (Genesis 14:18, Psalm 110:4, Heb. 7).  This 
blasphemous comparison leaves the impression that our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, is a 
sorcerer.] 
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Dreams and omens help guide Santiago on his mission adventure into the world of alchemy, 
danger and love.  Towards the end of his fable, author Paul Coelho writes:

The boy reached through to the Soul of the World, and saw that it was a part of the Soul 
of God.  And he saw the the Soul of God was his own soul.  And that he, a boy, could 
perform miracles...

The men were terrified at his [the boy's-cvk] sorcery.  But there were two people who 
were smiling: the alchemist, because he had found his perfect disciple, and the chief, 
because that disciple had understood the glory of God (pgs. 152-153).

Did the boy really understand the glory of God, or something else?  The ancient, occult art of 
alchemy, known as the magical craft of the Black Country (Northern Egypt and the Nile Delta), 
is both a physical science and a mystical, spiritual journey.  In its physical science aspect, 
alchemy is based on the Egyptian belief that certain alloys contained magical powers that could 
turn lead into gold.  Besides their efforts at turning led into gold, alchemists also searched for an 
elixir that would bring immortality to those who learned its secrets, and tried to create life 
artificially.  They “based their study primarily upon direct, personal revelation through visions 
and dreams” (Guiley, Rosemary Ellen, Harper's Encyclopedia of Mystical & Paranormal  
Experience, HarperSanFranciso, 1991, pg. 6).   

In its spiritual aspect, alchemy is a metaphor for spiritual transformation, a source of “esoteric” 
thought.  Like lead turning into gold, the “imperfect person, leaden and dark, could become 
pure and golden through a gradual process leading to spiritual illumination”  (Drury, Nevill, 
Dictionary of Mysticism and the Esoteric Traditions, Prism-Unity, Garden City Park, NY, 1992, 
pg. 9).  This brings about a transformation of consciousness, which is called, authentic  
spirituality. 

Magical/occult practices are used not only to turn lead into gold, but to turn man into god 
equipped with all the powers Jesus had.  The “journey” or “pilgrimage” is a spiritual quest for 
knowledge which sounds innocent enough until you understand how the knowledge is obtained 
and what the knowledge is.

I found The Alchemist (1988) in the metaphysical section at Borders, along with two other 
fictional works of Coelho's, Brida and The Witch to Portobello.   These two books, especially 
Brida, are full-blown, blatant endorsements of witchcraft and its pagan Goddess religion.  In 
Brida, a young Irish girl named Brida, searches for someone to teach her the art of magic and 
other esoteric/occult arts.  She finds a magician named Magus and then a character 
appropriately named, Wicca, who teaches her the Tradition of the Moon, etc.  I won't go into 
anymore, suffice it to say, through his “fiction,” Coelho leads his readers deep into the real  
world of the occult.  India's most prominent Wiccan (practicing witch), Ipsita Roy Chakraverti, 
believes Coelho borrowed the name Brida, or Bridgette from the Irish goddess of Wicca who 
symbolizes the transformation of the soul 
(http://www.telegraphindia.com/1080525/jsp/calcutta/story_93315792.jsp).   

Why would an AIM staffer, a “missionary” want to lead anyone to Coelho's works?  These 
three books were bad enough, but what I found next in between Coelho's many works of fiction 
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proved to be more disconcerting.  It was the personal account of his own journey of “self-
discovery,” interestingly entitled, The Pilgrimage (1987).  The Alchemist and The Pilgrimage 
go together.  As it states on the back-cover of The Pilgrimage:  “In many ways, these two 
volumes are companions—to truly comprehend one, you must read the other.” 

Between these two books, you'll learn the importance of breathing exercises, visualization 
techniques and contacting spirit guides.  You'll read of Coelho's love for magic, alchemy, get a 
very twisted view of God, and a whole lot more.  Because I believe it's critical to understanding 
the possible ramifications of having anyone getting involved with AIM and learning the 
practice of contemplative/listening prayer, I'm going to provide a sample of what is found in 
The Pilgrimage.

In The Pilgrimage, Coelho writes of his involvement with the esoteric, mystical Order of Ram. 
Throughout the book, he is taught how to do different “Ram exercises” that are essential to his 
“journey.”  Relaxation, deep breathing exercises, and visualization help him contact his spirit 
guide.   Coelho reveals: “Through my experiences with the Tradition [occultism], I had already 
communicated with many spirits.  I was absolutely certain that there was a life after death, but it 
had never occurred to me to wonder just how the transition was made” (pg. 143).  One Ram 
exercise, called “The Buried Alive Exercise,” almost had me gasping for air.  

You'll travel with Coelho to the “initiation” of a man into the secretive order of the Knight's 
Templar.   A ritual is performed in which a circle is drawn around the men for protection as the 
High Priest invokes “the King” who rules over “the Infernal Order of the Dominion of the 
East.”   Then Coehlo recalls:

A profound silence followed, and even without being able to see him, we could sense 
the presence of the being who had been the object of the invocation.  This was the 
consecration of the ritual, a propitious sign that we should continue with our magical 
activities...

The High Priest sprinkled water over us without stepping into the circle.  Then, with the 
sacred ink, he wrote in the earth the seventy-two names by which God is known within 
the Tradition. 

All of us—pilgrims--and Knights—began to recite the sacred names.  The flames of the 
torches crackled, a sign that the spirit that had been invoked had surrendered (pgs. 
230-231). 

What happens next is chilling.  Dancing within the circle, Coelho begins to enter “into a 
powerful state of ecstasy.”  He thinks he sees the “face of Ram” but finds, “it was only the face 
of N., the spirit that had been invoked, who was well known to me.”  At this point Coelho says 
he was in a trance, but when the voice of the High Priest called out, his trance was broken.  The 
High Priest speaks to the spirit and commands him to depart only to return when he is 
“conjured by the sacred rites of the Tradition” (pg. 232-233).  

This is supposedly done in the light of God's love.  
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Towards the end of the story of his pilgrimage, Coelho redefines the meaning of Jesus' work on 
the cross, the atonement.   Pay close attention to what he says as it exposes the way leaders in 
the Emergent movement and in Charismatic/Pentecostal streams are redefining it today.  

In “Esoteric Christianity,” the suffering and sacrifice of Jesus models the sacrifice and suffering 
we should expect along our own journey of “self-discovery.”   Jesus was the way-shower to 
what we all can become.   Coelho exemplifies this when he writes:

“My Lord,” I said, finally able to pray, “I am not nailed to this cross, nor do I see you 
there.  The cross is empty, and that is how it should stay forever; the time of death is 
already past, and a god is now reborn within me.  This cross is the symbol of the 
infinite power that each of us has.  Now this power is reborn, the world is saved, and I 
am able to perform your miracles, because I trod the Road of the common people and,  
in mingling with them, found your secret.  You came among us to teach us all that we 
were capable of becoming, and we did not want to accept this.  You showed us that the  
power and the glory were within every person's reach, and this sudden vision of our 
capacity was too much for us.  We crucified you, not because we were ungrateful to 
the Son of God but because we were fearful of accepting our own capacity...

I have walked so many miles to discover things I already knew, things that all of us 
know but that are so hard to accept.  Is there anything harder for us, my Lord, that 
discovering that we can achieve the power? (pgs. 256-257, emphasis mine).

Here, Coelho is saying that through sacrifice and suffering (our death), we find our true self.  As 
he explains a couple of pages later: “A god sleeping within me was awakening” (pg. 258).   It is 
this awakening within each one of us that will save the world.  In his vision, Coelho sees “the 
lamb” and things that “were reminiscent” of the Apocalypse.  Everything ended “with every 
human bring on earth awakening the sleeping God and all of God's power” (pg. 260).   

Coelho's vision is found in ancient Eastern/occultic mysticism which holds ties to Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Gnosticism, witchcraft, sorcery, Native American shamanism, the books of Jewish 
mysticism (the Kabbalah, or Cabala) and all other occult systems.   We are seeing a revival of 
Babylonian, Indian, Chaldean, Sumerian, Egyptian and Persian beliefs and practices God 
condemned.  

Following Paul Coehlo's cue that we are “capable of becoming,” Jeff Goins sees that the 
pilgrimage is “as much about leaving as it is about becoming” (“The Resurgence of Pilgrimage, 
Pt. 4: Why we need a pilgrimage,” 2/22/2008).   A word often used in esoteric thought, 
“becoming” describes the evolutionary process of one's growth into godhood.  

Could Goins' series on pilgrimages and his promotion of The Alchemist be just a coincidence?  I 
don't believe so.  The more subtle works of Richard Rohr and blatant occult works such as 
alchemy, have precisely the same core, esoteric teaching.  Hidden underneath occultism's 
“Christian” veneer is the same lie Satan used to deceive Eve, you will be like God.  It makes 
perfect sense.  

Goins' post, “The Importance of Leaving Home,” got some attention.  One responder named 
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Aart wrote: “I'm also a big Paulo Coelho fan and I don't know if you have heard about his blog 
http://www.paulcoelhoblog.com.  I started as a fan and now I'm collaborating with him and 
thought that you would like to enter his universe.  Check out the blog, if you want, or subscribe 
to his newsletter [leaves address-cvk].  You'll see a community of warriors of light sharing 
ideas, dreams and most importantly following their personal legend...” (emphasis mine).
   
Will World Racers be warriors of light?  Thousands of young adults are being influenced by 
“missionaries” who have gleaned their truth from occult sources.   You can't do so without 
serious consequence.  They will be “judged more strictly” (James 3:1).   

THE HERO'S ADVENTURE – COMPARING THE GOSPELS TO HARRY POTTER

Equally disturbing was Jeff Goins' comparison of the Gospels with the Harry Potter series, the 
Star Wars series, and Donald Miller's Through Painted Deserts.   Goins insists:  “They are all 
stories of people becoming heroes by leaving home.   All of those stories include risk and 
danger.  They require sacrifice.  This is the cost of a truly great story” (“Christian Pilgrimage: 
Homesick at Home,” 3/2/2010).  His analogy is more in tune with something you would read in 
the chapter entitled, “The Hero's Adventure,” out of the New Age favorite by Joseph Campbell, 
The Power of Myth, or something from Campbell's famous work, A Hero With a Thousand 
Faces, rather than anything you'd find in Scripture.  [Note:  After writing this, I found a post by 
Seth Barnes, “You can be a hero” (10/29/2009), describing the hero's journey.  In it he says: 
“Typically the hero's life is framed as a journey.  Joseph Campbell describes it in his book The 
Hero with a Thousand Faces   (emphasis mine).  ]

Why would a man involved in missions recommend The Alchemist for reading and compare 
Harry Potter and Jesus with becoming heroes?   Should what our Savior accomplished be 
compared to the accomplishments of Harry Potter, a sorcerer?   You can understand why Goins 
used emerging mystic, Donald Miller, for comparison, but using blatant occultism shows a 
much deeper problem.  

A LUCIFERIC INITIATION?

In “So Beautiful by Len Sweet and Other Free books,” (5/4/2009), Jeff Goins gives his tacit 
endorsement of Emergent author, Leonard Sweet.  He also provides “a glimpse at So Beautiful” 
for his readers.   In this “glimpse,” Sweet is called the “Good Doctor” and its stated: 

So Beautiful unearths God's deep-rooted dreams for the church after his own heart.  
Recommended for missional, organic, and house church provocateurs, as well as open-
minded church folks. 

If Sweet is a “Good Doctor,” I'd hate to see who Goins would call a bad one.   Sweet's New Age 
pleaser, Quantum Spirituality, and two of his other works, Soul Tsunami and AquaChurch, are 
leading many, like Goins, into the dark world of the occult.  In Quantum Spirituality, probably 
one of the most deceptive books I've read, Sweet praises well-known Luciferian and New Age 
leader, David Spangler.  “I am grateful to David Spangler for his help in formulating this “new 
cell” understanding of New Light leadership,” writes Sweet (pg. 312).  If Spangler is 
considered by Sweet and other emergent leaders to be a “New Light” leader, could the 
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initiation Spangler writes about in his work, The Reflections of the Christ, be the initiation 
Barnes and Goins say is needed?  I'm not sure, but the “coincidence” is too serious to ignore.  In 
Reflection of the Christ, Spangler, who channels a disembodied spirit guide named John, 
declares “Christ is the same force as Lucifer” and reveals his belief that  “Lucifer is literally the 
angel of experience” (pgs. 40-41).   Seeing the importance of initiation to Barnes, Goins and 
Richard Rohr, and seeing the importance of initiation in Coelho's works, what David Spangler 
prophecies next should be taken as a solemn warning to those about to go on the World Race:

“Lucifer comes to give to us the final gift of wholeness.  If we accept it then he is free 
and we are free.  That is the Luciferic initiation.  It is one that many people now, and in 
the days ahead, will be facing, for it is an initiation into the New Age” (pg. 45).

CELTIC SPIRITUALITY & ANAMCHARA

Revealing the depth to which occultism has played in the life of AIM's founder, in his post, 
“Spiritual direction: advice from a soul friend” (9/14/007), Seth Barnes writes of the importance 
of having an “anamchara,” a soul friend.   What he says in his post would sound harmless 
enough to those who don't know anything about Celtic spirituality, but at the end of his post he 
adds: “Read more here on Celtic Spirituality,” and provides the link to All Saints Parish: Celtic 
Spirituality (http://allsaintsbrookline.org/celtic.html).  When you click it on, Celtic music 
beings to play.  You'll see a picture of a Celtic cross and a brief outline of the beliefs found in 
Celtic spirituality.  Links are provided for those who wish to learn more about the Celtic 
tradition, their prayers, and saints. 

I clicked on the Feast of Samhain (All Hallow's Eve/Halloween), the “most important of the 
ancient Celtic feasts” and received a good education on the pagan background of the Celts and 
Halloween.  Though, the fact that this is also the Witches' Sabbat was left out.  Among other 
things, I learned that “the most magically potent time of Samhain was at night.”  Many rituals 
were used during this “very holy time” when the dead could return to the places where they had 
lived.” “Celts put out food and drink for the dead with great ceremony, and left their windows, 
doors, and gates unlocked to give the dead free passage into their homes.” “Swarms of spirits,” 
were said to pour into their world on November Eve, “but not all of these spirits were friendly.” 
“Celts carved the images of spirit-guardians onto turnips and set these 'jackolanterns' before 
their doors to keep out unwelcome visitors from the Otherworld.”  Divination to foretell the 
future was practiced using hazelnuts, symbols of wisdom.   A great bon-fire was made and 
“after being ritually devoted to the gods in pagan times,” cattle were slaughtered for sacrifice. 
“Personal prayers in the form of objects symbolizing the wishes of supplicants or ailments to be 
healed were cast into the fire.”  

It's explained that with the rise of Christianity, Samhain was changed into All Saint's Day, “to 
commemorate the souls of the blessed dead who had been canonized that year.”  The history 
lesson ends with the merging of paganism and Christianity:  “Throughout the centuries, pagan 
and Christian beliefs intertwine in a gallimaufry (hodgepodge) of celebrations from October 31st 

through November 5th, all of which appear both to challenge the ascendancy of the dark and to 
revel in its mystery.”  At the bottom of the page, you'll see a picture of a face, or mask, with oak 
leaves coming out of it.  [The oak is regarded as the most sacred of all trees to the Celts who 
believe trees to be passageways to the otherworlds of spirits and messengers to the gods.]   A 
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“Chant for Samhain” is then provided for you to say.  

Desiring to find out a bit more of what Barnes could possibly be leading his readers to, I then 
clicked on “Shape-Shifting Meditation.”  For some reason, thoughts of  Harry Potter entered my 
mind.  In this monistic/pantheistic (all is One, all is God) nonsense, the author of this 
meditation takes you on a guided imagery tour.  “Close your eyes, and send your consciousness 
down through the room...down, deep down, into the earth....Let your consciousness become one 
with the mineral kingdom...the stone people are alive, it's just that their hearts beat slower than 
ours.”  You are then guided to “become one” with the plant kingdom, the animal kingdom, and 
finally, back to the human kingdom.   The occult practice of “shape-shifting” was “an integral 
part of Celtic shamanic experience” (Caitlin & John Matthews, The Encyclopedia of Celtic  
Wisdom, Element Books Limited, Rockport, MA, 1994, pg. 146).  

The “paganism” found in historic Celtic Spirituality has hardly been taken out of it. 
Researching the word, “anamchara,” you'll find yourself entering into the world of Celtic 
mysticism.  The objective of the anamchara is that of being a mentor; someone to help a person 
along their journey in finding God.  They aren't suppose to instruct you in sound doctrine or 
necessarily the Scriptures, but rather, guide you along the path you desire to know “God.”

The idea of an anamchara can be traced back to the Druids and shamans and was continued 
through the “Christian” saints and mystics.  Druids, the high priests of the Celts, saw 
themselves as gods, believed in reincarnation, practiced divination, cast spells, and performed 
human sacrifice.  Druids still gather around Stonehenge today performing rituals, chanting, and 
entering into altered states of consciousness.   

In her fictional work, An Acceptable Time, the late Madeleine L'Engle, who is highly acclaimed 
in Christian circles as a “wonderful, Christian” author, likened Christ to a Druid.  It's quite 
similar to the way in which Coelho equates Melchizedek with being an alchemist.  L'Engle's 
influence within Christian churches and schools can hardly be exaggerated.  I've seen the tragic 
results and documented them in my book, Battle to Destroy Truth: Unveiling a Trail of  
Deception.  I was also a contributing writer and  researcher for Trojan Horse: How the New Age  
Movement Infiltrates the Church by Samantha Smith and Brenda Scott.  Both of these works 
expose her numerous occult ties, the occult beliefs and practices she endorses as “Christian,” 
and the blasphemous ways in which she purposefully distorts the gospel.

It was hard for me to read Jeff Goins defense of L'Engle against those who discerned her 
fictional and non-fictional writings as well as the countless speeches she gave: “Either there is 
room in the family of God for creative types like C. S. Lewis, Madeleine L'Engle, Paul Young, 
you and even me, or we're all heretics.  Sorry, but I don't buy the latter option” (“Everyone's A 
Heretic But Me,” 8/23/09).  He needs to reconsider his options.

THE PARENTS' GUIDE

Keep in mind all the information you have read so far.  Then think about the objective of AIM - 
“to throw over-protected youth out into the world to formulate their own worldview...”  I 
believe the parents who accused AIM of being a “cult” may have had good reason to be 
concerned.  Why would a mission team have to prohibit or limit communication with the 
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family?  While the Bible teaches a child to honor their mother and father and to hold on to what 
they've been taught concerning the Scriptures (2 Timothy 3:12-16), this organization seems to 
be saying just the opposite. 

The “Parents' Guide” is, to say the least, troubling, if not downright infuriating.  Reading the 
handbook, as well as several other articles on the importance of being part of the World Race, I 
felt I was being told that my child was now in the hands of experts who would help undo all the 
bad parenting I did.  AIM staffers would be there to “mature” my child in their path to know 
God.  The guide explains: “'Initiation' is the process used for the radical discipleship we 
practice” (pg. 2).  The process of “initiation” involves, abandonment, brokenness, dependence, 
empowerment, calling, and finally, confirmation.  “We are placing a demand on them to 
mature and take their rightful places as heirs of His Kingdom.  Even though this may be 
scary to them, we believe it is necessary”(pg. 4). 

While AIM staffers and like-minded coaches help the “over-protected” child form his own 
worldview, parents are told that their child must go through a feeling of “brokenness” and 
“start the treacherous journey of leaving behind belief systems defined by others” (pg. 2). 
Using Genesis 12:1 where the Lord says, “get out of your country, from your family, and from 
your father's house, to a land that I will show you,” they compare Abraham's call to go to the 
Promised Land to the mission World Racers are on:

The journey from the familiar is imperative to this goal: they must journey away from 
the guidance of  family, the security of friends and the predictability of their everyday 
lives.  They must learn to rely on their own pursuit of the things of God and not live a 
life where they are spoon-fed their worldview and theologies (pgs. 6-7, emphasis 
mine).   

Parents are also informed that the process of “abandonment” and “brokenness” are necessary 
for the “transition” their child must go through “to pursue their own pathway of faith toward 
God.”   Communication to parents, family and friends is limited and discouraged:   

There will be times when we ask them to fully abandon and not be tied to facebook, 
skype and other means of communicating back home.  We desire for them to move past 
the stage of abandonment and into empowerment, calling and confirmation, but first 
they may walk through times of limited communication and what may seem like silence 
from the field.  Racers are encouraged NOT to carry cell phones on the field (pg. 3).

At the same time, parents are warned: “Imputed trust must be exercised toward the World Race 
staff” (pg. 5, emphasis mine).  “Coaches,” (a set of parents who have a personal relationship 
with the World Race staff and leadership), are also provided for each “squad.”   “Coaches travel 
to the field a minimum of five times during the course of the World Race and spend 5-6 days at 
a time processing the experience with the racers and the teams in an effort to guide the process 
to the ends we have established” (pg. 6, emphasis mine).   What are those ends?   AIM leaders 
believe: “The time for childhood has passed and if they are to change the world, they must  
change themselves.  When they do, God's Kingdom will truly come” (pg. 7, emphasis mine).

Before leaving the country, the World Racer must go through “a week of intense preparation” at 
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a “training camp” and then another week of launch training once they're in the field.   Ministry 
skills will be taught as well as skills in communication and learning how to dress and eat. 
Looking at the problems of human suffering (i.e. AIDS, human trafficking, etc.) is part of the 
training as well.

Some of the questions that will be asked by their trainers are:

1. What is the Gospel?
2. How can relationships open doors to introducing people to Christ?
3. How will the Spirit of God lead us to these opportunities?
4. Who are you?
5. Who does God intend you to be?
6. How has your journey brought you here?
7. What does a God-centered community look like?

Finally, as these young people look “at the final expansion” of their world, they will “begin to 
discuss the Kingdom of God” with the staffers (Training Camps, http://www.theworldrace.org/?
tab=about&subtab=training=traing-camps&tuid=4966681).  

     While it's true to some extent that, as the “Parents' Guide” states, “their faith must become their 
own through trial and questioning,” it seems AIM leaders feel they are the ones that need to teach 
young adults how to mature in the faith.  The crucial question is, what gospel will be taught?  Also, 
you can find many testimonials from previous World Racers in which they talk about being 
“broken” emotionally during their training.  While one could say that it's good for them to feel the 
pain of those in Third World countries who are sick, hungry and poor (and it can be), there is 
plenty of evidence to suggest there is a whole lot more happening than meets the eye.  The 
problem is, though racers have the opportunity of  “stopping the process” and return home, how 
many will have the discernment and courage needed to do so once they're in the field?  The weight 
of peer pressure and the guilt of leaving behind something they started out to accomplish may be 
too difficult to overcome. 

Once the World Racer has been “broken,” a new “dependence” on God is promised.  Then comes 
“empowerment.”   Parents are told that God will start to “answer their prayers in ways they have 
never experienced before,” and that he will “challenge them to believe and ask for more..and 
ultimately see the miraculous” (“Parents' Guide,” pg. 2).  

    EXPERIENCES OF RAISING PEOPLE FROM THE DEAD AND MORE

Seth Barnes assures these young, trusting, eager adults they can have all the powers Jesus had and 
have fun doing “the stuff.”  Stories of people having grown a leg longer to being raised from the 
dead have been reported by Seth Barnes.  In one example, he relates a story of one of Heidi Baker's 
key leaders, Pastor Rego, who went to the house of a co-worker whose wife had died.  Rego said 
he “started to feel strength and great power coming into me.”  He took the cover off the woman's 
head and began to pray.  He prayed over an hour.  She was still very cold.  The second hour, he felt 
warmth coming into her.  “I could feel her body warming up.  I prayed all the way down her body. 
When I got down to her legs, the bottom of her legs were still cold.  I picked her up, and then her 
eyes were open.  She began to vomit and vomit.  I can't even explain it...The third hour her whole 
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body had movement.  She was alive! (“Another story of raising the dead,” 10/16/2006).  

    The account given by Pastor Rego sounds similar to that of a psychic healer or shaman rather than 
something we'd see Jesus doing.  When Jesus and the apostles raised the dead, it was 
instantaneous (John 11:38-43, Mark 5:38-43, Acts 20:9-12).  He didn't have to “work” at it.  If 
every believer is suppose to have all the powers Jesus has, why can't they do what Jesus did?  So 
far, I haven't seen a post by Barnes claiming he or anyone else has raised someone from the dead 
four days after their death, instantaneously, like Jesus did for Lazarus.  

    The circumstances of this account are not provided by Barnes; he may not of had them himself. 
You don't know how long this woman was “dead,” or if she was really dead at all.  Her name isn't 
provided and the documentation to prove she was dead, probably doesn't exist.  What bothers me 
most about the account given by Pastor Rego, is that you don't have a clue as to what he believes. 
I do know, watching Heidi Baker “soaking” in the Lord is both repulsive and sad.  If you wish, 
click on this link http://event.cbn.com/spiritualgifts/event/?EventID=11.  You will see Baker slide 
out of her chair onto the floor laughing hysterically when she's suppose to be speaking.  Minutes 
into the video, she begins to make a strange purring laugh--or maybe she was rolling the letter r. 
Sometime later, she begins to cry.  Others who are watching her come up seeking “the 
transference” of the Holy Spirit.  People begin falling down, shaking and shouting.  It looks more 
like madness than anything of the Holy Spirit.  While there is no reference anywhere in Scripture 
to us being able to catch or transfer the Spirit in this way, you can find similar incidences 
watching Hindu practitioners of Kundalini Yoga, or Native American shamans in their trances.

At age 16, Baker was living on an Indian reservation and was “led to the Lord by a Navajo 
preacher.”  Does anyone know what that preacher believed?  Several months later she “was taken 
up in a vision for several hours and heard the Lord speak to her and tell her to be a minister and a 
missionary to Africa, Asia and England” (http://www.irismin.org/about).

I firmly believe God gives us miracles today, but not in the way Benny Hinn, Heidi Baker, and 
other Charismatic “faith healers” claim.  I doubt anyone reading Barnes' post  involved with AIM 
ever questioned what gospel Heidi Baker or Pastor Rego believe.  They need to do so.  I've seen 
the damage done by attitudes of complacency and the foolishness of blind trust. 

Back in 1994, I wrote an article entitled “New Hermeneutic or Ancient Wisdom?” for The 
Christian Renewal.  It was a response refuting an article entitled, “Miracles and Healing,” by Dr. 
John H. Boer, a missionary with Christian Reformed World Missions to Nigeria.   In his article, 
which was printed in the Calvin Theological Seminary AlunNews, Boer equated the miracles 
Moses performed to those of the magicians.  The only difference, he claimed, was that the 
magicians had used their power for oppression.  Boer asserted these powers are found in nature 
and can be harnessed and controlled.  He was describing the difference between white and black 
magic.  I'm not sure if he even realized, or believed, God condemns both.     

One World Racer was disappointed that she couldn't raise the dead after only a week of being on 
the World Race.  Allen Boehm, another World Racer, prayed eight to nine hours for a man who 
had died from a respiratory illness, to get up and walk.  When he didn't see any results (with many 
people observing), he thought: “Alright God, I want to give you a chance to glorify yourself” 
(“Why won't this dead guy walk?” - 11/21/2010, emphasis mine).  I wondered as I read this, if he 
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even realized the utter audacity it took to say such a thing.  The complete irreverence and 
arrogance shown in what this young man said seemed oblivious to him.  Towards the end of his 
account, Boehm wrote that he learned God gets the glory regardless of the results, but he can't 
wait to try raising the dead again. 

I went on several other blogs to find out what kind of impact the World Race had on participants' 
beliefs.  Each one was more disheartening than the next.  Erika Baldwin provided a list of 
different things she now experiences since going on the race.  Here's a few she shared:

1. It has become normal to hear the sounds of Heavenly instruments playing wherever I 
go, all throughout the day.

2. It has become normal to hear angels harmonizing with us while we worship.  3
3. It has become normal to see armies of angels standing in front, behind, and on either 

side of us when we pray.
4. It has become normal to hear God's voice audibly
5. It has become normal to pray in a Heavenly language [speaking in tongues-cvk].
6. It has become normal to weep uncontrollably over the things that grieve the Holy Spirit.
7. It has become normal to break out into side-splitting laughter with the joy of the Holy 

Spirit.
      8. It has become normal to believe in AND TO SEE healing and deliverance [casting out 

demons-cvk].
      9. I used to think raising the dead only happened the 3 or whatever many times that 

 it happened in the bible (see http://justinezins.theworldrace.org/ Life in Him by 
 Erika Baldwin, posted in Germany by Justine Zins, 7/15/2010).

I wondered, after reading this, if Erika ever questioned the visions of angels she saw, or the 
miracles she claims to have witnessed.   Since she can't test experience--something that is 
subjective, she was obviously going by what she was taught. 

Another former World Racer wrote about the experience she had during a “silence fast” in her 
post: The Silence: Day 2.  Taking a quote from contemplative Henry Nouwen, she wrote:

It is this nothingness (in solitude) that I have to face in my solitude, a nothingness so 
dreadful that everything in me wants to run to my friends my work, and my distractions 
so that I can forget my nothingness and make myself believe that I am worth 
something.  The task is to persevere in my solitude, to stay in my cell until all my 
seductive visitors get tired of pounding on my door and leave me alone.  The wisdom of 
the desert is that the confrontation with our own frightening nothingness forces us to 
surrender ourselves totally and unconditionally to the Lord Jesus Christ” 
(http://kathryngironim.theworldrace.org/?filename=the-silence-day-2).

On the second day of her silence fast, Kathryn thought: “Father, this silence fast is dumb.  Now 
I want to avoid You, because I'm afraid to hear Your voice.  I want to run to anything or anyone 
else to get away from feeling this way.”  

I wish she had run—as fast as her feet could take her.  It makes me sick at heart to see so many 
young people being led astray by leaders who are rejecting the Truth and turning to another 
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gospel. 

Our children must learn to be like the Bereans who examined what Paul said daily against the 
Scriptures, and were commended for doing so (Acts 17:11).  Still, these young, impressionable 
adults will be in the hands of people who will be teaching, training and “discipling” them for 
almost a year.  It's crucial for parents to do their own research, find out what the leaders of this 
organization believe, and what practices they'll be using.  Because, instead of supporting the 
Biblical teachings parents have so lovingly and dutifully taught their children throughout their 
life, AIM leaders may very well be undermining what their children have learned.  Whether the 
World Racer is living at home, or grown and married, parents always have the obligation before 
God to let their young adult know candidly, yet lovingly, what they think, and advise them 
accordingly. The final decision, of course, should be left up to them.   

Paul's charge to Timothy is a reminder to all of us: 

In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while 
evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.  But 
as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because 
you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the 
holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus.  All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every 
good work (2 Timothy 3:12-16).

Many in the church today have forgotten or ignored Paul's instruction to Timothy.  False 
teachers are rarely mentioned from the pulpit, if mentioned at all.  The importance of holding to 
sound doctrine, which Paul vigorously and continuously encourages (Titus 1:9, 1 Timothy 1:10, 
2 Timothy 1:13, 2 Timothy 4:3), is downplayed or scorned.  Unity is based on experience and 
beliefs are subject to change at any given moment.   Yet, those who look down upon people for 
holding fast to sound doctrine have their own set of beliefs they cling to.   

Paul warned the apostles for three years with earnst and tears to be on their guard, to watch out 
for false teachers who would be in among the church like ravenous wolves ready to devour. 
They were to keep watch over themselves and the flock (Acts 20:28-31).  

We've been forewarned that Satan will disguise himself as an angel of light and his servants as 
prophets of righteousness ( 2 Corinthians 11:13-14).  Jesus scolded the church of Thyatira for 
tolerating false teachings of the prophetess Jezebel and ”Satan's so-called deep secrets”-  a 
reference to the Gnosticism invading the church today (Revelation 2:20-25).  But Jesus 
commended the church of Ephesus for testing those who claimed to be apostles but found them 
false (Rev. 2:2).   Each of us need to “test everything!” (1 Thessalonians 5:21).   

Jesus couldn't have made the dangers of blind trust any clearer than this:

Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only 
he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  Many will say to me on that day, 
“Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and 
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perform many miracles?”  Then I will tell them plainly, “I never knew you.  Away from 
me, you evildoers!” (Matthew 7:21-23).

AIM's outreach to help the poor, the orphans, the disabled and the sick in third world countries 
is noble.  Trying to bring awareness of  human trafficking and AIDS is commendable.  Their 
enthusiasm for sharing the good news of “the kingdom of God” is to be applauded.   But, it's 
been made crystal clear that doing good works won't save us:  “For it is by grace you have been 
saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that 
no one can boast.  For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:8-10).  Good works should be 
evident in a Christian's life, but salvation can't be earned by keeping the law or doing good 
works.  In fact, if we think they do, we are “under a curse.”  If, however, you're preaching a 
“different gospel,” Paul cried,“let that person be eternally condemned!” (Galatians 1:6-10).  

I've talked with so many Christians who think the occult is something “out there,” something 
blatant they will easily spot.  They have absolutely no clue as to how deceptive it can be.  By 
appealing to the ego, redefining Christian terminology, and undermining the unique authority of 
Scripture, the lies of Esoteric Christianity have infiltrated countless churches and mission fields 
as well.  In her work, Esoteric Christianity, first published in 1901, Theosophist/occultist Annie 
Besant asks: “Is Christianity to survive as the religion of the West?”  Her answer:  If it is to live, 
it must regain the knowledge it has lost, and again have its mystic and its occult teachings” (The 
Theosophical Publishing House, Wheaton, IL,1987 edition, pgs. 26-27).  Her wish is rapidly 
coming true.

I am convinced Eastern/occultic mysticism is at the very heart of AIM.  It's the reason Harry 
Potter can be compared with the Gospels and works by a practicing sorcerer can be 
recommended for reading.  It explains why searching out Celtic Spirituality can be encouraged, 
and why contemplative/listening prayer is endorsed and taught.  I believe it's behind the reason 
why leaders of AIM think we can have all the powers Jesus had, why they separate Jesus from 
Christ, and why it is possible for them to proclaim we are “becoming God with skin on.”      

We have, dare I say it, “occultists” at the helm in so many churches and mission organizations 
that it seems unbelievable, except for the fact that we have been forewarned these things would 
take place.  Rather than searching the Scriptures to interpret Scripture, these leaders have 
sought after those who are finding “truth” within their own imaginations, much like the 
Gnostics did in Paul's day.  Instead of blaming the many injustices and atrocities found both 
within the church and society on our inherent, sinful nature, they have forsaken the gospel and 
turned to the beliefs and “detestable practices” God condemns for their answers.  The walls of 
Jerusalem were destroyed for that very reason (2 Chronicles 36:14-19).     

I sent my niece and her parents much of the information I have given you.  Unfortunately, it 
wasn't enough to change their minds.  We recently found out that is was the youth pastor from 
their church who encouraged them to become involved with AIM.   Because they prayed and 
then received all the money they needed for the trip, they believe it's God's will for them to go. 
You can now visit their own AIM blog website which also provides links to Seth Barnes' blog, 
the Wrecked for the Ordinary website, and other resources.  The responsibility for doing so is 
grave considering it may have eternal consequences not only for them, but for those they lead to 
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AIM.

My husband and I first invited, then pleaded for all of them to come to our house and discuss 
these things.   For whatever reason, they refused to do so.   Instead, they contacted Seth Barnes, 
who, my niece said, put her mind at ease.   I wasn't told the details of the conversations that 
took place through phone calls and e-mails, but another family member informed me that one of 
the questions my brother-in-law asked Barnes was about his endorsement of Richard Rohr. 
Apparently, in his defense, Barnes wrote a special blog post to answer him with.  It's entitled, 
“Is all truth God's truth?” (November 12, 2010).  If you look it up, you'll find my response 
(under Claire), and other interesting ones as well.

I also wrote to Barnes about his provision of  a video clip from Rob Bell's Nooma series on his 
post, “Everybody follows somebody, who do you follow?” (10/17/2007).  After doing so, I 
began to respond to posts by Jeff Goins hoping to get some positive reactions from readers and 
possibly from Goins and Barnes themselves.  So far, there have been a couple of encouraging 
responses from readers, but Barnes and Goins are holding fast to what they've been teaching.

It is my hope that you will use this letter and supporting documentation to expose what is taking 
place in mission organizations such as AIM.   Please pray with me that eyes will be opened, 
especially for parents and the young adults who are so eager to travel the world, see and 
experience new, exciting things, and share their love for Jesus Christ. 

Thanks so much for listening, Ingrid!   May God bless your continued efforts in exposing the 
false teachings that are deceiving millions, seducing them into believing a whitewashed gospel 
that is utterly opposed to the Truth.

To Jesus Christ be the honor and glory!

Claris

P.S.  Most of the documentation used are posts on Aim leaders' blogs.  I didn't provide all the 
websites, but doing a search with the name of the author and title should bring them up.  You 
can also see videos of the World Race training experiences and events like the Awakening in 
Ireland by doing just a bit of research.  If you need additional information, please let me know!
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